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1. BACKGROUND

1.1.  History of the Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program

The Queensland Government released the Policy Direction for Gambling in Queensland (Policy Direction) in April 2000 in response to public concern over the growth of gambling in the community. The Policy Direction aimed to ensure an appropriate balance in the provision of gambling services. This balance acknowledged gambling as an accepted part of the leisure industry, while also recognising and addressing its social costs.
The Policy Direction articulated initiatives the Queensland Government would implement to meet its commitment to balancing the social costs and benefits of gambling. One initiative was to develop and implement a Queensland responsible gambling strategy. The Queensland Responsible Gambling Strategy (QRGS) was released in February 2002, and underwent an evaluation in 2008–2009.
The Queensland Responsible Gambling Strategy provided the platform for the delivery and development of responsible gambling initiatives in a planned and coordinated manner. It is based on a public health framework which views problem gambling as a complex issue requiring multiple solutions. It identifies six priority action areas to promote responsible gambling and contribute to the reduction of problem gambling and its impacts. The priority action areas are:
1. Enhance Responsible gambling policies and programs through research.
2. Increase community knowledge and awareness of the impacts of gambling.
3. Reduce the risk factors for problem gambling through early intervention.
4. Develop a state–wide system of problem gambling treatment and support services.
5. Ensure gambling environments are safer and more supportive for consumers.
6. Promote partnerships to address state–wide gambling issues and concerns.
Priority action area one of the Queensland Responsible Gambling Strategy aims to enhance responsible gambling policies and programs through research. This action area reflects the commitment of the Queensland Government to making decisions about responsible gambling based on sound theory that is supported by relevant empirical evidence. Queensland Government funded research, about gambling, is split into two categories: (1) research generated and/or managed for specific policy purposes within the Queensland Government and (2) research generated for specific policy purposes through the Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program.
2. RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING RESEARCH GRANTS PROGRAM 2011
2.1. What is it?

The Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program commenced in 2002–03. The program aims to enhance the quality and quantity of gambling related research and contribute to the development of gambling policy in Queensland. It reflects the commitment of the Queensland Government to developing both strategic partnerships with research organisations and coordinated and methodical research into harm minimisation with gambling related community sectors.

The program offers research grant funding to organisations that can demonstrate a capacity to effectively and rigorously complete high quality research projects. It strives to encourage creative and innovative research which aims to provide knowledge that informs and enhances initiatives aimed at minimising the harmful impacts of gambling.
The Office of Regulatory Policy (ORP) located within the Department of Justice and Attorney General (DJAG) administers the Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program (RGRGP) on behalf of the Queensland Government.
2.2 What are the research topics?

The following research topics were identified as part of the 2008–09 evaluation of the Queensland Responsible Gambling Strategy and recommendations contained within the Productivity Commission Report 2010.
Applicants are invited to submit a research proposal that answers or provides significant new knowledge towards the following research questions:
· What impact will dynamic warning messaging on electronic gaming machines have on the prevalence of problem gambling in Queensland?
· How effective are gambling exclusion programs as a mechanism to minimise gambling-related harm? Are these effects sustained over time? Is exclusion more effective when combined with counselling and support? What gambling exclusion programs are currently operating nationally and internationally? What are the commonalities and differences between the various exclusion programs?
· With respect to problem gambling treatment and support interventions, what are the current trends in service access (face to face versus online access to self help information and/or real time messaging with a counsellor versus telephone communication)?  What are the primary factors that have led to these trends?
· What is the impact of electronic gaming machine features (such as bonus features, free spins and reinforcement parameters) on gambling behaviours, and do such features have a differential impact on problem gamblers and/or exacerbate problem gambling behaviours.
· What impact will mandatory pre-commitment have on the financial viability of Queensland’s smaller gaming machine venues?
· What impact does the advertising of live betting odds during televised sporting events have on gambling participation in the community? How will this impact on the prevalence of problem gambling in the community? 

Further information can be found on the website of the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation www.olgr.qld.gov.au  This site contains information which may assist preparation of an application for research grant funding. The website includes:
· responsible gambling awareness campaigns
· gambling industry codes of practice
· educational resources
· recent research topics and reports conducted by and for the Queensland Government.

The Gambling Research Australia (GRA) website www.gamblingresearch.org.au contains information on gambling research Australia wide. It also contains a gambling research publications database that includes both Australian and International references.
Many universities throughout Australia also support specific research centres with dedicated websites. These sites are a good source of information for recent research, publications and references.
2.3 What are the assessment criteria?

The Queensland Government appreciates the effort required to prepare an application for research grant funding and strongly encourages researchers considering lodging an application to carefully read the selection criteria. The selection criteria are split into mandatory and specific criteria. Mandatory criteria is self explanatory while Specific criteria are used to rank applications.
Mandatory criteria

Only research that directly relates to Queensland and a selected topic as outlined on the previous page will be considered in the application process. The final research report and findings must be publishable at the discretion of the Queensland Government.
Specific criteria

Research proposals will be assessed on:
· The quality of the research proposal.
· Quality and detail of proposed research methodology.
· Credentials of key personnel and systems.
· Demonstrated project management skills including time management.
· Appropriateness of proposed budget for the project.
· Projected timelines.
Important
Researchers should take particular care in predicting project timelines, as these timelines will be strictly applied in the management of the grant. Office of Regulatory Policy will only consider requests for extensions to time in extenuating circumstances. Where Office of Regulatory Policy believes the request for the extension has resulted from poor project management practices and/or a lack of planning, these requests will not be approved.
2.4 What do I have to do to be considered?

Applicants should submit an application based on a chosen topic, as outlined in section 2.2, using the Cover Sheet, Research Proposal and Research Proposal Budget–templates provided in the appendices of this Application Pack.
Researchers should:
· Be familiar with the Queensland Responsible Gambling Strategy.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the relevant literature to which their research will contribute.
· Ensure time frames submitted within the application are achievable as these will be applied strictly to the management of the grant should the application be successful. 
· Follow the application pack, instructions–for–completion.
· Submit well developed applications that clearly and concisely address all headings within the Research Proposal template and Research Proposal Budget template.
· Attach a cover sheet to the front of the application with current contact information for the principal researcher.
Researchers may be requested to provide further information or clarification to assist in the assessment process. Organisations with successful applications for research grant funding will be required to enter into a grant agreement with the State of Queensland to obtain funding for their research.
2.5 What is the process from here?

The following table outlines the approximate process times that applicants can anticipate will be required, when applying for funding through the Program.
	PHASE
	TIME–FRAME
	ACTIVITY

	

	APPLICATION
	(Applications Close Friday 9 Sept 11) 
	Monday 12 September 2011 Commence Week 1 

	
	Approximately  Week 1/4
	Applicants notified by mail their applications have been received

	
	Approximately  Week 1/4
	Internal review of Project Proposals completed by Officers from the Office of Regulatory Policy


	
	Approximately  Week 4/6
	Project Proposals reviewed by Assessment Committee and recommendations made to the Director General
(Further information on proposal/s may be requested prior to recommendation being made)

	

	NEGOTIATION
	Approximately  Week 7
	Applicants notified by mail of outcomes of review process

If requested, feedback is provided to unsuccessful applicants

	
	Approximately  Week 8
	Successful applicants invited to commence negotiations

	
	Approximately  Week 9
	Applicant’s organisation enters into legally binding Grant Agreement with the State of Queensland

	
	Approximately  Week 10+
	First grant payment 
(As detailed in Schedule 1 of the Grant Agreement negotiated prior to signing the Grant Agreement
)

	

	RESEARCH, REPORTING AND PUBLICATION
	Due at a time to be negotiated
	INTERIM REPORT(S):

Outlines progress against research objectives


	
	Due at a time to be negotiated but no less than 3 months prior to the agreed completion date
	DRAFT FINAL REPORT: 

Submitted for Queensland Government feedback

	
	Completion date
	FINAL REPORT: 

Queensland Government assesses report to ensure suitability for publication

	
	Due at a time to be negotiated
	ACADEMIC PUBLICATION: 

Organisation seeks publication of research findings in relevant and widely recognised academic journal

	


2.6. Reporting schedule

During the life of the project, organisations undertaking research will be required to, on a monthly basis, provide to Office of Regulatory Policy a progress report outlining milestones reached and/or issues that may adversely affect the outcome relating to timeframes, scheduled reports or funding. 
2.7. Who do I contact if I have further questions?

Mr Chris Simpson is the project manager for the Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program 2011 and can be contacted as per the details below:
Chris Simpson
Principal Policy and Research Officer 

Policy and Research Branch
Office of Regulatory Policy
Department of Justice and Attorney General 
Phone: +61 7 387 20890
Email: researchgrants@deedi.qld.gov.au
3. Appendices

Cover Sheet

Research Proposal Template

Research Proposal Budget Template


Electronic copies of the templates are available on the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation website www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants or by email at researchgrants@deedi.qld.gov.au
Applicants are reminded that the publication of the final report is at the discretion of the Queensland Government and as per section 8.3 of the Grant Agreement the Final Report must present the following:

(a) the Organisation’s findings on the Research Activities;

(b) the methodology that the Organisation used to conduct the Research Activities;

(c) the details of the resources that the Organisation used to come to its findings on the Research Activities;

(d) any matters specified in Item 7 of Schedule 1; and

(e) any other matters relating to the Research Activities that the State may reasonably request.

Department of Justice and Attorney General
RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING RESEARCH GRANTS PROGRAM 2011 –COVER SHEET
NAME   

POSITION:   


ORGANISATION:   

POSTAL ADDRESS:   


STATE:   
 POSTCODE:   


CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:   


FACSIMILE:   


EMAIL ADDRESS:   


APPLICATIONS CLOSE 5pm Friday 9 September 2011
(Applications must be received or post dated Friday 9 Sept 2011)
Post grant proposals to:

Chris Simpson




Responsible Gambling Research Grants Program




Policy and Research Branch




Office of Regulatory Policy




Department of Justice and Attorney General
Locked Bag 180
CITY EAST QLD 4002
Electronic grant proposals to: 
researchgrants@deedi.qld.gov.au
Please note: Applicants providing a hard copy of their grant proposal for research grants are also required to provide an electronic copy, via email, to researchgrants@deedi.qld.gov.au
1 Research Proposal
1.1 Chosen Research Topic
2 Project Abstract

Provide a concise, non–technical statement of the general objectives of the project (250 word max.)
3 Research Summary

3.1 Research Objectives
3.2 Research Activities
3.3 Research Questions
4 Literature Review
4.1 Research Hypothesis/Hypotheses
5 Research Design/Methodology

5.1 Project Scope

5.2 Target Population and Sample Frame

5.3 Project Data Collection Methods

If using secondary data, the applicant must be able to demonstrate that the data they intend to use is accessible and available to them.
If collecting primary data, the applicant must demonstrate that the methods proposed are the most suitable and cost–effective means by which to generate the information required.
5.4 Project Timeframes

Researchers must ensure that the timeframes contained within this application are achievable as they will be strictly adhered to and will form part of the review panel’s evaluation of the application. Requests for extensions to time will only be considered in extenuating circumstances.
5.5 Ethical Considerations

6 Personnel

6.1 Principal Researcher

6.1.1 Name:
6.1.2 Qualifications:
6.1.3 Demonstrated high quality research expertise:
6.1.4 Demonstrated project management expertise:
6.2 Project Personnel

6.2.1 Project Personnel 1

Name:
Organisation:
Qualifications:
Demonstrated research experience:
Demonstrated project management experience:
6.2.2 Project Personnel 2

Name:
Organisation:
Qualifications:
Research experience:
Please follow above format for any additional Project Personnel
7 Funding

7.1 Funding Requested

Please use the Research Proposal Budget template to itemise funding requested

7.2 Total Project Value
8 Bibliography
Research Proposal Budget 

	ITEM
	DESCRIPTION

	 
	 

	PERSONNEL
	(All amounts to be shown in Australian Dollars)

	Principal researcher
	Name and position title

	Position cost (without on–costs) 
	Cost per hour or alternative funding breakdown

	Percentage of time 
	Percentage of time spent on the project

	Employment on–cost
	Organisation levy on staffing costs

	Sub–total cost for principal researcher
	Cost per hour * time allocated * on–cost levy

	Please use the same format for additional researchers
	

	 
	

	TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS
	

	 
	

	ORGANISATION LEVIES
	

	Name and description of levy
	E.G. On–costs, administration fees, service fees

	Percentage rate 
	

	Sub–total
	Item * Percentage Rate

	Please use the same format if more than one levy imposed
	

	
	

	TOTAL ORGANISATIONAL LEVIES
	

	 
	

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	

	Printing costs
	

	Type of printing 
	

	Cost of printing x quantity 
	

	Sub–total
	

	Please use the same format for multiple printing runs 
	

	Postage costs
	

	Type of postage
	

	Cost of postage x quantity 
	

	Sub–total
	

	 Please use the same format for multiple mail outs
	

	Office costs
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax
	

	Photocopying
	

	Sub–total
	

	 
	

	TOTAL ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	Printing + Postage + Office Costs

	 
	


	
	

	TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE COSTS
	

	Travel costs 
	

	Destination and purpose for travel
	

	Air travel
	

	Accommodation
	

	Meals
	

	Car hire
	

	Incidentals
	

	Sub–total
	

	Please use the same format for multiple travels
	

	Conference costs 
	

	Conferences description
	Name of conference

	Conference cost
	

	Sub–total
	

	Please use the same format for multiple conferences
	

	
	

	TOTAL TRAVEL AND CONFERENCE COSTS
	Travel costs + Conference costs

	
	

	PROOF READING COSTS
	COMPULSORY

	Proof reading organisation
	Name of organisation

	Cost of professional proof reading
	

	TOTAL PROOF READING COSTS
	

	 
	

	ADDITIONAL COSTS (if applicable)
	

	Focus groups
	

	Computer assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) costs 
	

	Personal interviews
	

	Incentives
	

	Data entry
	

	Other (please specify)
	

	
	

	TOTAL ADDITIONAL COSTS
	

	 
	

	TOTAL COSTS WITHOUT GST
	Total Personnel Costs + Total Administration Costs + Total Travel and Accommodation Costs + Total Proof Reading Costs + Total Additional Costs

	GST COMPONENT
	

	TOTAL COSTS GST INCLUSIVE
	Total Costs without GST + GST Component

	 
	

	RESOURSES CONTRIBUTED BY OTHER SOURCES
	Breakdown and description of resources contributed

	Value of  resource contributed by other sources
	

	 
	

	TOTAL VALUE TO QLD OFFICE OF REGULATORY POLICY (A$)
	Total Costs GST Inclusive + Value of resources contributed by other sources


APPLICATIONS CLOSE


Friday 9 September 2011




































































INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION





All responses are to be in Times New Roman, 12 point font, 1.5 spacing, fully justified.


All responses must have the grants cover sheet attached to the front of the proposal.


Place all responses under numbered headings in the Research Proposal template.


Place all figures in the right hand column of the Research Proposal Budget template, in Australian dollars (A$).


























�  The breakdown and detail of payments will be contained within schedule 1 of the agreement and will be dependent on Office of Regulatory Policy acceptance of interim and final reports. All invoices provided to Office of Regulatory Policy for scheduled payments must include the Goods and Services Tax component. All amounts are to be shown in Australian dollars (A$).





�  Draft report documents (including the draft final report) provided to Office of Regulatory Policy for review purposes will be presented in an electronic Microsoft Word format while the final report document, to be presented to the Director General for publication approval, can be provided as a PDF file.








Office of Regulatory Policy

Department of Justice and Attorney General

August 2011
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